THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS

1 Corinthians 1:1-31

Key Verse: 1:18

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
1. Read verses 1-3. How does Paul introduce himself? Who is Sosthenes? (Ac 18:17) To whom was this letter written? (2) What can we learn about Paul's view of "the church of God"? How does Paul greet them?

2. Read verses 4-9. What are Paul's thanksgiving topics for the Corinthian church? (4-7; 1Co 12:1-11)? What is Paul's assurance about them in God? (8) What is the significance of having fellowship with Christ? (9)

3. Read verses 10-17. What does Paul appeal to the Corinthian Christians? What does it mean to be "perfectly united in mind and thought"? (10; Jn 17:20-23) Why might there have been divisions in the church? (11-12; Mt 23:8-12) What is the fundamental question we must ask in dealing with division? (13) Why was Paul thankful that he did not baptize, except for a few of them? (14-16) What was the focus of Paul's ministry? Why? (17)

4. Read verses 18-25. What does Paul believe about the message of the cross? (18; Ro 1:16-17) How do people respond to the message of the cross? With what consequence? How did God make the wisdom of the world foolish? (19-21) Why did Paul only preach the message of the cross? (22-25)

5. Read verses 26-31. What kind of people were they before they were converted? (26) What was God's purpose of calling them instead of the wise? (27-29) Why should we boast only in the Lord? (30-31)

