PAUL, A SPIRITUAL FATHER
1 Corinthians 4:1-21

Key Verse: 4:15

“Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.”
1. Read verses 1,2. How should we regard church leaders? What does it mean they are entrusted with the secret things of God? What must servants of God prove? Why is it important for them to be faithful? 
2. Read verses 3-5. What attitude did Paul have toward human judgment? (3) Why? (4) Why should we judge nothing until the Lord comes? (5) How will God judge each person?

3. Read verse 6. What did Paul want the Corinthian believers to learn? What happen to a person who goes beyond the word of God?  What was the spiritual problem of the Christians in Corinth? (6b-8) Look at verses 9-13. Why and how did Paul and the apostles suffer? What does it mean to be “fools for Christ”? (10) How did their hardships compare with the issues of the Corinthian church?
4. Read verses 14-17. What is Paul’s purpose in writing about his sufferings? (14) In what sense was Paul different from guardians? (15) How can we be a father than a guardian in helping young people? What does Paul urge the Corinthian believers to do? (16; 1Co 11:1; Mt 11:29) Who was Timothy and why did Paul send him to them? (17)

5. Read verses 18-21. Why did some of them become arrogant? (18) In what sense were they different from Timothy and Paul? (19) What does Paul teach about the kingdom of God? (20)
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