CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

1 Corinthians 7:1-40

Key Verses: 10,11

“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.”
1. Read verses 1-6. What does Paul teach us about marriage? (1,2) What is the meaning of marriage established by God? (Ge 2:15-25) What are the principles we should remember for a marital relationship? (3-6) Think about why many marriages today fail.
2. Read verses 7-9. What does Paul say about staying unmarried? Why? Read verses 10-11. What is God’s command on marital faithfulness and divorce? (Mal 2:16; Mt 19:3-6) Read verses 12-16. What is Paul’s teaching for those whose spouse is an unbeliever?

3. Read verses 17-24. What is the rule Paul lays down for all believers? What does it mean to “retain the place in life” when we are called by the Lord?

4. Read verses 25-35. Why should we not consider marriage or even family to be our ultimate goal in life? (25-31) What is one advantage in being single? (32-35) How can we have an undivided devotion to the Lord?
5. Read verses 36-40. What is Paul’s advice for those who are engaged? (36-38) What about widows? (39-40) How would you summarize the biblical view of marriage?
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