HOW TO EXERCISE CHRISTIAN FREEDOM
1 Corinthians 8:1-9:27

Key Verse: 9:19

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.
1. Read 8:1-3. What was a problem in the Corinthian church? (1a) Why does Paul say that love is more important than knowledge? Why shouldn’t we brag about our knowledge? (1b-2) How can we be known by God? (3; 1Jn 4:7,8)

2. Read verses 4-13. Why is it alright for Christians to eat the food sacrificed to idols? To whom is it a problem? (7) Why should we exercise our freedom in Christ carefully? (8-10) How serious is causing someone to sin? (11-12; Mk 9:42) What was Paul’s decision about using his freedom in Christ? (11-13) Why? How can we apply this to our life today? 

3. Read 9:1-14. Why does Paul mention about his credentials? (1,2) What rights did Paul have as an apostle of Christ? (3-7) What does Scripture teach concerning financial support for full-time workers of God’s ministry? (8-14)

4. Why didn’t Paul use any of these rights? (12,15) Why didn’t he boast about his sacrificial life? (16,17) What did he consider as his reward? (18) 

5. How did Paul use his freedom? (19) What are some examples he gives? (20-23) Think about Paul who voluntarily became a slave to everyone.

6. Read verses 24-27. Who gets the prize in a race? (24) What is required of all athletes who want to win the prize? (25) What is required of those who want to get a crown that will last forever? What spiritual struggle had Paul fought? (26,27)

