University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

the story of two brothers

Genesis 4:1-16

Key Verse: 4:7

1. What had happened before the events in this chapter occurred? (Ge 3) What offerings did Cain and Abel bring to the Lord? Why do you think they brought offerings to God?

2. How did the Lord see each man and his offering? Why do you think he looked with favor on Abel and his offering and not on Cain? (Heb 11:4; Mt 23:35; 1Jn 3:12) What does this suggest about God?

3. How did Cain respond when his brother's offering was accepted instead of his? What does this reveal about Cain's view of himself and his view of God?

4. How did the Lord respond to Cain's angry reaction? How did he counsel him? What does this mean? What can we learn from this about how to deal with the sinful desires that arise in our hearts?

5. How did Cain respond to the Lord's counsel? Why do you think he attacked his brother Abel and killed him? What was his problem?

6. Why did God ask the question in verse 9? Did Cain repent of what he had done? What does his response show about his attitude toward God and toward his brother?

7.  How did the Lord punish Cain? How did Cain respond to this? Describe Cain's life under the curse--his inner life as well as his way of living. 

