University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

"AS FOR ME … AS FOR YOU …"

Genesis 17:9-27
1. Review the three characteristics of the covenants of God we studied earlier: (1) they are unilateral; (2) they are eternal; and (3) they are gracious. 

2. If the covenant of God is established by God alone, what is our role with respect to the covenant? Notice God says, "as for me" (17:3) and repeats "I will" (2,6-8). God also says to Abraham, "as for you" (9) and "you must" (9). What did God tell Abraham to do as a sign and seal of the covenant? (9-14)

3. God also says to Abraham, "as for Sarah" (15) and "as for Ishmael" (20). How does this show that God's blessing upon Abraham was spilling over into the lives of those around him? Are you one from whom the blessing of God spills over to other men and women?

4. How did God bless Sarah? What was Abraham's response? Why? What specific promise did God give Abraham concerning his family? Why did God choose to give the spiritual blessing to Isaac instead of to Ishmael?

5. How did Abraham demonstrate his belief in God and in God's promises? Why might this have been difficult for him? What kind of faith does God want his servants to have?

