University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

the long way home

Genesis 31:1-55

1. Why did Jacob finally decide to return to his own country? (1-3, 10-13) What does his explanation to his family show about his faith? (4-16) What was the significance of Jacob’s vow in his life?

2. How did Jacob leave Paddan Aram? It was about 300 miles from Paddan Aram to the mountains of Gilead beyond the Jordan River. But why would the journey seem to Jacob longer than the distance? 

3. Why did Laban pursue Jacob for seven days until he caught up with him? How did God protect him from Laban? How did Rachel make trouble between her husband and her father? Think about Jacob’s life in Paddan Aram described in his long speech. (36-42) What kind of person was his uncle?

4. Describe Jacob’s and Laban’s final parting. (43-55) How would you describe Jacob’s relationship with Laban at their parting?

