University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, TRY PRAYER”?

Genesis 32:1-21

1.  As Jacob drew near his home country, what problem loomed larger and larger? (3) Why was he fearful at the thought of meeting Esau? (27:41) Why was it almost impossible to go back to Paddan Aram? (31:52)

2.  What did God show him to relieve his fear? Why did name the place “Mahanaim”? (1-2) Do you think he found relief? Why or why not? 

3.  When Jacob sent word of his coming to Esau, what was Esau’s response? How did Jacob interpret this response? Why? What was his first plan? (3-8)

4.  Look at the first prayer of Jacob recorded in the Bible. (9-12) What was his one request? On what did he base his plea for God’s help? Did he find peace and freedom from fear through his prayer? Why or why not? What do you think about the advice “When all else fails, try prayer”?

5.  What gifts did he send to Esau, with what instructions? (13-20) What was the purpose of this elaborate gift? Why was Jacob willing to give up some of his possessions? Why did he still have to surrender himself to God?
