University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

OF FAMINE AND HARSH WORDS

Genesis 42:1-16

1. How long had it been since Joseph’s brothers committed a terrible sin against him and against God? (Ge 37:2,19-36; 41:46,53,54) How do you think they dealt with their guilt? Why was Egypt the last place on earth they would have chosen to go?

2. Think about how the famine might have forced them to remember their sin. How does the pinch of human want sometimes help us to come to our senses? How did the Prodigal Son’s deprived circumstances bring him to his senses? (Lk 15:14-19) Can you think of other examples of God’s using physical want to help us to confess our sins?

3. Describe the initial meeting of Joseph with his brothers. What did Joseph think of when they bowed down before him? (9a) What does this show about his faith?
4. Why did Joseph accuse his brothers of being spies? What information did they divulge about themselves and their family? How did Joseph propose to test them to prove that they were not spies? (9b-17) What was Joseph’s intention behind his rough treatment? (24, 21-22) 

5. Think about how we need to hear harsh words before we come to terms with God about our sins. What do think about the statement, “Sin brings God’s harsh treatment, and we see only harsh treatment”?

