University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

“God ... god ... god ... god”

Genesis 45:5-13

1. How did Joseph view his life since his age of 17?  How many times does he mention God in verses 5-9?  Think about how Joseph related everything that happened to him to God.  (a) Being sold as a slave by his own brothers; (b) Temptation to commit fornication by the foxy wife of Potiphar (39:9); (c) On his ability to interpret dreams (40:8; 41:16,25); (d) His naming of two sons (41:51,52), etc.

2. Joseph believed God's presence in his life despite bad things that happened to him. Why? Bad things do happen to good people. Does this mean God is all-loving but not all-powerful?

3. What were some of the good things that God accomplished through Joseph's suffering? (45:9,7,5)  What was the mission he had received from God? How did his mission make him great? 

4. How could Joseph forgive his brothers so easily? Think about the statement, "To see God in all things, both good and evil, enables us to forgive easily those who injure us."
 How can we learn to relate everything to God?
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