University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

jacob blesses pharaoh

Genesis 47:1-12

1. How did Joseph present his father and brothers before Pharaoh? Why do you think Pharaoh received them warmly despite their status (aliens) and occupation (shepherds; see Ge 46:34)?

2. Notice that Jacob blessed Pharaoh, not only once, but twice (7-10). How could a foreigner, who had come to Egypt to escape economic hardship, bless the king of the powerful and prosperous kingdom? What can you learn from Jacob who was not intimidated by the wealth of the monarch?

3. Why shouldn't we Christians be dazzled by the wealth and power of this world? What do we have to offer to the world? 

4. Read verses 9-10. Jacob compared life to pilgrimage (twice) and said that his years of 130 were few and difficult. What does this show about his true hope? (Heb 11:13-16) What is your true hope?
