University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

jacob's last days

Genesis 47:28-31

1. How did the Israelites fare in Egypt? (27) How old was Jacob and what did he do when the time drew near for him to die? Why is what one does at his deathbed especially meaningful?

2. Think about Jacob's desire to be buried where his fathers were buried (29-30). What did Jacob mean by 'resting with his fathers'? (cf. Ge 25:8; 35:29; 2Sa 12:22-23; Job 19:25-27)

3. How was Jacob's view of history different from the modern view of history (the notion that progress is inevitable, undergirded by the philosophy of Darwinian evolution and buttressed by advances in technology) and the Greek view that change in history always returns to its starting point just as planets and seasons do? 

4. Look at verse 31. How did Jacob worship God at his deathbed? Of all the things that Jacob did, this act is what he is praised for in the Book of Hebrews (Heb 11:21). Why? What would you do when the time draws near for you to die?

