University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

“god has been my shepherd all my life”

Genesis 48:12-20

1. Why was Joseph displeased when Jacob placed his right hand on Ephraim’s head? (10; 17) What shows that Jacob saw clearly what others with the 20-20 vision could not see?

2. What special blessing did Jacob give Joseph's two sons? (16) What does “his younger brother will be greater than he” teach us about God’s sovereignty? (19) How is this blessing a ground for hope for younger (or weaker) sons? (cf. Jacob, Gideon, David; 1Co 1:27-29).

3. Think about Jacob’s confession, “God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day.” In what sense does this sum up his life of faith?

4. Who is our Chief Shepherd? (1Pe 5:4) How did Jesus become our good shepherd? (Jn 10:11) What are some characteristics of a good shepherd? 

5. Why and how can we become good shepherds? (1Pe 5:2-4)

