University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

reuben: the first shall be last

Genesis 49:1-4

1. Who was Reuben? (29:32) What did it mean to be the firstborn in a family at that time? (3) What advantages did you inherit from your parents?

2. What spiritual advantages did the chosen people (the Jews) inherit? (Ro 3:1-2; 9:4-5) Do these spiritual advantages alone guarantee salvation? 

3. How did Reuben lose the advantages of the firstborn? How did his sin have long-lasting consequences for his descendants? (4; 35:22) What lesson can you learn from this?

4. It is true that the first often becomes last, through sin, but it is also true that the last often becomes first, through faith in Christ. (Mk 10:31) Think about how God chooses the weak things of the world to shame the strong. (1Co 1:26-29)

