GOD BLESSES ISAAC’S FAMILY





Genesis 26


Key Verse: 26:3a





Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you.





* LIFE AMONG HOSTILE PHILISTINES (1-25)





1.  When another famine arose in the land of Canaan, what did Isaac do? Why did he plan to go down to Egypt?





2.  What command did God give Isaac? Why? Why might it have been hard for him to stay in that land?





3.  What promise did God give Isaac? What was the basis of God’s promise to bless Isaac? What was the condition?





4.  What specific event shows Isaac’s fear of the Philistines? What similar experience did Abraham have? How was Isaac’s family protected from their own foolishness? What does this event reveal about Abimelech?





5.  How did the Lord bless Isaac in Gerar? How did his wealth affect his relations with the Philistines? How did they harass him?


6.  Why did Isaac finally move to the valley? How did he deal with the Philistine herdsmen who continually took his wells? How do you think he felt about his life of well-digging?





* DO NOT BE AFRAID; I AM WITH YOU (22-33)





7.  Why was he so insecure and fearful even though no one seemed to bother him in Rehoboth? (22-24)





8.  How did God help him? What is the significance of God’s visit to him at Beersheba? What is the significance of Isaac’s building an altar and calling on the name of the Lord? How does this event become a turning point in Isaac’s life?





9.  Why did Abimelech come to Isaac? What great change in Isaac’s relation with the hostile Philistines does this visit reveal?





How did Isaac receive him? What does this event show about Isaac’s quiet victory in the land of hostile enemies? What can we learn from him?





