GOD MEETS JACOB AT BETHEL
Genesis 27-28

Key Verse: 28:20-22

* JACOB GETS THE BLESSINGS (27:1-28:22)

1.  How did Isaac instruct Esau and why? (1-4) (Why did Isaac think he was going to die soon? (1) His death is recorded in 35:28,29)

2.  What did Rebekah tell Jacob to do and why? (5-10)

3.  Why did Jacob hesitate? How did Rebekah teach him the life and death importance of getting the blessing? What did she risk? What can we learn from her?

4.  How did Jacob and Rebekah deceive Isaac? What was not so good about their method? (14-25a)

5.  How did Isaac bless Jacob? What in this blessing would make Esau mad? (25b-29)

6.  What did Esau do and say when he found that Jacob had deceived him? How did Isaac bless him? Describe Esau. (see 27:41; 28:6-9) Why was he not fitted to be the covenant son? (Remember 25:32-34)

7.  Why did Rebekah decide to send Jacob away? Why was it hard for her? How did she persuade Isaac to send him away? (27:41-28:2)

* JACOB’S VOW (28:3-22)

8.  What were Isaac’s instructions and blessing to Jacob as he sent him away from home? Where was he going?

9.  Think about how “mommy boy” Jacob felt that first night away from home. (28:10,11)

10.  Describe his dream. How did God reveal himself to Jacob? What promises did God make to him? What is the significance of God’s revelation to Jacob?

11.  How did Jacob respond to the dream? What did he do the next morning? How does this show his sense of history? What was his basic attitude toward God?

12.  Describe Jacob’s vow. What does it show about his condition and his inner life? What does it show about his faith? Why was this event so important in Jacob’s life? Have you ever made a “Jacob’s vow”? If so, how has it been important to your life? If not, can you make one now?

