JESUS, OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
Hebrews 4:14-7:28

Key Verse: 4:16

* A HIGH PRIEST ON THE THRONE OF GRACE (4:14-5:10; 7:1-28)

1. What does it mean that we have a high priest who has gone through the heavens?  How does this help us take firm hold of our faith?

2. What did it cost Jesus, the Son of God, to become our high priest?  When and  how was Jesus tempted?  What difference does it make to us that Jesus experienced temptation?

3. Why and how can we approach the throne of grace?

4. What does 5:1-3 tell us about the purpose and function of a high priest?  What does Psalm 110:4 reveal about a priesthood better than the Aaronic priesthood?  Who was Melchizedek? (7:1-3; Gen.14:18-20)

5. How did Jesus become our high priest?  What qualifies him to be our high priest?  (When and how did he suffer? (Mt.26:36-39)  How did he become the source of eternal salvation? (5:1-10)

* WARNING AND ENCOURAGEMENT (5:11-6:1-20)

6. What was the situation of many of the Hebrew Christians?  Why?  Why had they not grown in their faith? (5:11-13)

7. What seems to be the problem of the Jewish Christians referred to in 6:1-3?  Why must we come to a point where we no longer raise questions or harbor doubts about the fundamental things of our Christian faith or of our salvation? (6:1-3)

8. Why is it impossible for one to be restored who has knowingly and deliberately and publicly repudiated God's work in his life?

9. How can we make our hope sure? (9-12)

10. When was God's promise to Abraham and how did he make it a sure and unchanging promise?  What was Abraham's real hope? (11:9,10)

11. What is our relationship to this promise and how do we take hold of it?  How can we be sure that we are not among those who fall away?

