“I DESIRE MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE”
Hosea 6:4–8:14
Key Verse: 6:6
“For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.” 

* “Your love is like the morning mist” (6:4-11)
1. What was the heart of God toward Israel (Ephraim) and Judah? (4a) How did the chosen people respond to his love? (4b) How did God help them despite their lack of commitment to him? (5)
2. What was the problem of the people in their relationship with God? How did they sin against God as a result? (7-10) Read verse 6. Why is it important for us to know that God desires mercy and acknowledge of him rather than burnt offerings? How did Jesus quote this verse to teach the legalistic Pharisees? (Mt 9:13; 12:7)
* “I LONG TO REDEEM THEM” (7:1-16)

3. How were the sins of Ephraim exposed each time God extended his hand of healing to them? (1) What did they forget about God as they were engulfed in their sins? (2) What was the result of pursuing their sinful passions? (3-7)
4. How was Ephraim like a flat cake not turned over? (8-9) What caused this? (10) How was she like a dove, easily deceived and senseless? (11) What would be the results of such idolatry? (12-16)
* ISRAEL HAS FORGOTTEN HIS MAKER (8:1–14)

5. What does the eagle in 8:1 stand for? How did Israel cry out to God to ease her pain even as she refused to give up her idol worship? (2-4) Why did God’s anger burn against the people? (5-6)
6. What happens if a farmer sows his seed to the wind? How did the people of God engage in activities without substance? Why can we find no lasting security apart from God?
7. How did Ephraim build many altars for sin offerings and then use them to sin? How did the people regard the word of God? What does it mean they forgot their Maker? Why should we worship God in his ways, not in our own ways? How can we?
