the crown of life

James 1:1-27

Key Verse: 1:12

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

* ENDURING TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS (1:1-17)

1. What do you know about James? To whom is he writing this letter? Why is this letter called one of the “General Epistles”?

2. According to James, what should be a Christian’s attitude when facing trials? Why? (2-4) How often is this your attitude in your own hard times?

3. How can we receive wisdom? (5) When asking God for guidance, what must we guard against? (6) Why is a double-minded man unstable in all he does?

4. How can a person in humble circumstances be a spiritual leader among God’s people? (9; 2:5) What does it mean “the one who is rich should take pride in his low position”? Why should they take pride only in the cross of Jesus?

5. What is the promise of God for those who persevere under trial? (12) Is there difference between God “testing our faith” and “tempting” us? (3,13) What is God’s role when we face trials? (5,12) When we face temptation? (1Co 10:13) Why can’t we blame God for our sinful lives? (13-16)

6. Have you felt like you were getting something good which you didn’t deserve? Who was responsible? What are two good gifts God has given you in the past year? What is God’s ultimate gift to us? (17-18)

* LISTENING AND DOING (1:19-27)

7. What three things does James command? (19) Why is it good to be a listener? (19-21) Why is it wrong to be angry? Why should we keep a tight reign on our tongue? What do the words that come out of our mouths reflect? (19,26; Mk 7:21-23) How can we use our mouths to build others up in faith? 

8. Look at verses 22-25. How is studying God’s word like looking into a mirror? 

9. What is true religion? (27) In our world today, what does it mean to follow verse 27? In what way do you need to more actively follow this verse?

