the evidence of true faith

James 2:1-26

Key Verse: 2:18

But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.

* DON'T SHOW FAVORITISM (2:1-13)

1. How do people show favoritism? (1-5) Why is showing favoritism inconsistent with Christian values? Why must we put highest priority on spiritual values?

2. Why would the poor, in particular, be rich in faith? What does God promise to those who are rich in faith and those who love him? (5) Why do the rich do the things James mentions in verses 6-7?

3. What is the royal law? (8; Jn 15:12)  Who is our neighbor? (Lk 10:25-37) Why must we be strict in applying the law to ourselves and generous in applying it to others? What does it mean, “Mercy triumphs over judgment”?

* FAITH RESULTS IN GOOD WORKS (2:14-26)

4. If a man claims to have faith but has no deeds, what kind of faith does he have? Why is one’s faith dead if it is not accompanied by his or her action? What is genuine faith? What does James mean by verse 19?

5. Why is Abraham a good example of faith in action? (Ge 22) What is the significance of verse 22? When have you been challenged to put your faith to the test in a major way?

6. Does James contradict Paul? (24; Ro 4) What is the focus of Paul’s message? (Ro 3:28; Gal 2:15-16) The focus of James’ message? What does Paul say about faith and obedience? (Ro 1:5)

7. Who was Rahab and what did she do? (25; Jos 2) How did her action show her faith in God? What does it mean, “faith without deeds is dead”? (26)

