wisdom from heaven

James 3:1-18

Key Verse: 3:17

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

* TAMING THE TONGUE (3:1-12)

1. Why is it such a great responsibility to be a teacher, especially a Bible teacher? (1) How do teachers influence others by what they say? Why is what we say so important? (2)

2. Why are the illustrations of a bit, a rudder, and a fire spark so fitting when talking of the tongue? (3-6) How does what you say can build others up by planting faith and hope in them? 

3. What does it mean, "No man can tame the tongue"? (7-8, 10-12; Mt 15:18) How can we control our tongue? In your everyday conversation, how seriously do you take verse 9? (Ge 1:26-27)

* TWO KINDS OF WISDOM (3:13-18)

4. How can you recognize a wise person? (13) Is this how you usually judge wisdom?

5. What two behaviors indicate a person's earthly wisdom? (14) Where does such wisdom come from? (15) What does such false wisdom produce? (16)

6. How is the wisdom from heaven different from worldly wisdom? (17; 1Co 2:6-16) How can we obtain this true wisdom with all of its qualities? 

7. What does verse 18 say to modern Christians about our conduct in social and political life? How can we be peacemakers who sow in peace and raise a harvest of righteousness?

