come near to god

James 4:1-17

Key Verse: 4:8

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

* BECAUSE YOU DO NOT ASK GOD (4:1-6)

1. What is the root of fights and quarrels? (1-2a) What are the two reasons we don’t have what we want? (2b-3) Why shouldn’t God’s people struggle with men because of their desires?

2. What does it mean, “Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God”? (4) How are you most likely to fall into loyalty to this “friend”? (money? pleasures? fame? power?) 

3. What does God give us when we ask him with pure and humble hearts? (6) Can self-assertiveness and humility coexist? Where does pride come in?

* RESIST THE DEVIL (4:7-12)

4. Read verse 7. Who is the devil? Why does James tell us to flee from him rather than fight him with our human strength? How can we win victory over the devil? What five things does James tell us to do in order to come near to God? (7-10)

5. What is wrong with judging others? (11-12) Why should we keep the law instead of judging it? What is the difference between slander or judgmentalism and identifying sin in order to stand against it?

* TRUST GOD FOR TOMORROW (4:13-17)

6. When you plan for future, do you include God’s desires in your planning, knowing that the future is in his hands? What is wrong with the type of planning in verse 13? Think about why we should not cling to the false security of our own plans.

7. How often do you say “If it is the Lord’s will”? In what situation do you need to “let go and let God”? Why must we put our trust in the eternal, unchanging God? Why mustn’t we put off doing the work God has given us to do today?

