THE DAY OF THE LORD

2 Peter 3:1-18

Key Verse: 3:10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.
1. Read verses 1-2. What was Peter's purpose in writing these two letters? What is "wholesome thinking"? What leads us to wholesome thinking? (2; 1Pe 1:3-4; 4:13; 2Pe 1:4) Look at some other promises and commands in Dt 6:5, Mt 6:33, and Mt 28:16-20. How do these Scriptures lead us to wholesome thinking?

2. Read verses 3-7. What promises did Jesus make about his second coming? (Jn 14:2-3; Mk 13:26) Why do scoffers scoff? What lie do they teach? Why can't sin be solved just by putting it behind us?

3. What truth have scoffers forgotten? (5; Ge 1:1-2; Ge 6:5-7) What must happen to the world we live in now? (6-7)

4. Read verses 8-9. What do these verses teach us about God's promise and his time schedule? Why does he wait such a long time to keep his promise?

5. Read verses 10-13. What is the "day of the Lord"? What will it be like? (10; Isa 13:9; Joel 2:1-2; Rev 22:20) In light of this, what kind of people ought we to be?

6. What is our hope? (13; Rev 21:1-4; 22:7,12-17) Read verse 14. How must we live? How can we do this?

7. Why is God so patient? (15-16) See what Paul said about these things (Ro 2:4-5; 1Ti 2:3-4). What does Peter say about them? How can we live before God (17-18)

