“BE FAITHFUL TO DEATH” 

Revelation 2:1-29

Key Verse: 2:10

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

1. Who are the recipients of these letters of Jesus? (See the footnotes for 1,8,12,18). How did the church in Ephesus please the Lord? (1-3) 

2. Why is forsaking our “first love” so tragic? (4) Why do you think Christ’s judgment would be so severe if we did not repent? (5) 

3. Why do we tend to lose our initial enthusiasm and excitement we had when we first met Jesus personally? What steps can we take to renew our commitment to Jesus? What is the promise of Jesus? (7)

4. What did Jesus know about the believers in Smyrna? (9-10) How did they suffer when they refused to worship the emperor? Why didn’t Jesus offer human sympathy to his suffering people? What does it mean to “be faithful, even to the point of death”? What are his promises? (10-11)

5. Pergamum was also a center of emperor worship (“where Satan has his throne”). How did the believers in Pergamum respond to various temptations? (12-15) What temptations do you face today? What should we do? (16-17)

6. Consider the letter to Thyatira (18-29). What did the blazing eyes of Jesus see in the believers of Thyatira? (18-19) Who was Jezebel (1Ki 16:31) and how did the so-called prophetess in Thyatira practice spiritual adultery similar to Jezebel’s? What are Jesus’ warning and promise?

