NOW WE BELONG TO JESUS

Romans 7:1-25 

Key Verse: 7:4 

"So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God."

1. Read verses 1-3. To whom is Paul speaking in these verses? What terminates the law's authority over a person? How is one set free from the law of marriage? 

2. Read verses 4-6. How is a Christian set free from the law? To whom do we now belong? What is the purpose of this new union? What kind of fruit did we bear when we were under the law? Why? 
3. Read verse 6 again. What is the difference between life under the law and life under grace? What is characteristic of the way of the Spirit? (See also Gal 5:22-26.) 
4. Why do you think Paul used the illustration from marriage to teach us about the relationship between Christ and the believer? What does the illustration from marriage suggest about the importance of commitment? 
5. Read verses 7-13. Is the law sinful? What is the function of the law? (7,13; 3:20) Over which of the 10 commandments did Paul stumble? How is this commandment different from the others? Why did the commandment produce death? 
6. Read verses 14-25. What is Paul's struggle? Why must we struggle like this? Why can the law not help us overcome sin? What is Paul's cry for help? What is the answer? What is Paul's cause for joy and thanksgiving? (25,4,6) 

