STAND BY FAITH
Romans 11:17-36

Key Verse: 11:20
1. Read verses 17-21. In Paul’s analogy, what are: “the nourishing sap from the olive root”; “the wild olive shoot”; and, “some…broken off branches”? (17) Briefly review God’s purpose for his chosen people Israel and how they rejected it. (Ge 18:17-18; Ex 19:5-6; Isa 49:6; Ac 13:46-48)
2. Look at verses 17-21 again. How did Israel’s rejection of God’s purpose for them open a door for us (Gentiles) to share in “the nourishing sap” from the root? Why is it important for us to guard against our spiritual pride? Why should we remember that we are supported by the root and only “stand by faith”? (20; 1:17) 
3. What does it mean to “continue in [God’s] kindness”? (22) What hope did Paul see for Israel? (23-24)
4. What mystery does Paul want us to know, and why? (25-26a) What Scripture did he use to support this? (26b-27) Who do you think are included in “all Israel” in this biblical prophecy? (26)
5. What did Paul mean that the Jews are enemies of the gospel “for your sake”? (28a; 11) What does it mean that God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable? (29) Why does God still love the Jews? (28b-29) How does God use all human disobedience? (30-32)
6. Read Paul’s doxology in verses 33-36. What did he conclude about God and his ways of working, and what should we learn from this? 
