DAVID, A SHEPHERD KING
2 Samuel 23:1-39
Key Verses: 23:3-4
1. Who is speaking in verses 1-7? How did David become Israel’s leader? (1; 1Sa 16:11,13) For what was he famous? (1b) (Here “songs” = “psalms”) In times of distress or victory, how could David compose his songs of praise? (2) 
2. Read verses 3-4. How did God commend David? What does it mean to rule “in righteousness” and “in the fear of God”? What effect does such a leader have? (4) What does this imagery suggest? How is David a foreshadowing of Jesus the Messiah? (Mt 4:15-16; Mk 10:45; Jn 8:12; 10:11) What can we learn here?
3. What was the everlasting covenant? (5a; 7:12-13,16) (The Hebrew and KJV read, “Although my house is not right with God…”; what does this reveal about God’s grace?) What does this covenant tell us about God and about David? (5a) What assurance did David have? (5b) In contrast, what will happen to evil men? (6-7)
4. Who were “the Three” and what were their exploits? (8-12) What does the incident of the water from the well of Bethlehem show us? (13-17) 
5. How and why were Abishai and Benaiah honored (18-23)? What kinds of people were included among the Thirty? (24-39) What does this show us about the nature of David’s kingship?
