GOD TRAINS HIS PEOPLE

Judges 1:1-3:6

Key Verse: 3:4

1. As the book of Judges opens, what was the political and spiritual situation of the Israelites? How did they prostitute themselves to other gods? Why? How did God help them? (1:1; 2:1-23; 3:1-6; 21:25) 

2. Why was it necessary for them to continue to fight against the Canaanites? Review the victories that the Israelites won in their battles against the Canaanites: the southern territory (Bezek, Jerusalem, the Negev, Hebron, Debir, Zephath, Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron); the northern territory (Bethel). 

3. Review also their failures. What had been God’s clear instructions to them in dealing with their enemies? (Ex 23:31-33; Dt 7:1-5; 20:16-18) What were the factors involved in their failures? (1:19; 22-36; 2:11-14,19; 3:5-6)

4. What are the enemies we are called to drive out today? What is your enemy that you are yet to drive out completely from your life? Why can’t God and the enemy live together in our lives? 

5. What was the vicious cycle of sin or pattern of national decline during the period of the Judges? (2:10-19) How did God train them? (2:20-3:4) What can you learn from this passage about seeking an easy-going, comfortable lifestyle versus fighting spiritual battles in obedience to God’s word?

