DEBORAH AND BARAK

Judges 3:7-5:31

Key Verse: 4:14

1. What was the evil the Israelites did in the eyes of the Lord? (3:7) How did God train them? (8) Who was the shepherd that God sent to them when they cried out to him? What was his spiritual character? (1:13) How did God use him to deliver his people from their enemies?

2. What was the cycle of sin that was repeated during the time of Ehud? Who was Eglon and how did he rule over Israel for 18 years? How did God use Ehud, a young shepherd with a passion, to set his country free? What can you learn from him who turned his disadvantages into advantages for the Lord?

3. What was Israel’s situation during the 20 years following Ehud’s death? (4:1-3; 5:6-8)) Who was Deborah and how did she challenge Barak to lead his people to fight against Sisera’s army? How did she assure Barak that God would give him victory over the enemy’s iron chariots? (4:14) What was the outcome of the war? (4:14-16; 5:4-5, 19-22, 28-31)

4. Who were the Kenites and why did Sisera think he could get help from Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite? (17) What did Jael do and why? What can you learn from her decision to stand with God’s people? (4:17-24; 5:24-27)

5. What were the main points of the epic poem that Deborah and Barak sang as a duet? (5:1-31) How did they proclaim God’s greatness by giving him credit for the victory? Who volunteered to fight against the enemy? Who refused to lend a helping hand in the battle? Why? What can you learn here about the importance of participating willingly in God’s work?

