IN THOSE DAYS ISRAEL HAD NO KING

Judges 17:1-21:25

Key Verse: 21:25

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.

1. Why did Micah's mother have idols made? (17:1-6) How did Micah install a young Levite from Bethlehem to be his personal priest? Why? (7-13) What does this tell us about his spiritual problem? The spiritual condition of Israel?

2. Why did the Danites send five spies to Laish? (1-2a) How did they attack the unsuspecting people of Laish? Why did they steal Micah's idols and his personal priest? (2b-28a)

3. Where did the Danites settle? (28b-29) How did they live "independent" life of faith? (30-31) What is the meaning of verse 31? What was their spiritual problem?

4. What kind of man was the Levite in Chapter 19? (1-8) How evil were the Benjamites in Gibeah? (9-26) What ancient city does Gibeah remind you of? What does this event show about the depths of moral corruption in Israel at that time?

5. What did the Levite do with his concubine's body? Why? (27-30) What was the impact of this event on the entire nation of Israel? (19:30-20:23) What were the decisions of the national assembly in Mizpah? (20:1-23)

6. What was the tragic event that followed? (19:24-48) What was the outcome of the bloody civil war? How many Benjamites survived? (47)

7. Why did the Israelites raise their voices and weep bitterly? (21:1-6) What effort did they make to preserve the tribe of Benjamin? (7-24) 

8. Read verse 25. In what sense is the verse a commentary on the times of the judges? Why do people need a king? Who can be our true king? (Isa 9:6) 

